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1
METHOD FOR OPERATING AN ARC
FURNACE COMPRISING AT LEAST ONE
ELECTRODE, REGULATING AND/OR
CONTROL DEVICE, MACHINE-READABLE
PROGRAM CODE, DATA CARRIER AND ARC
FURNACE FOR CARRYING OUT SAID
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Stage Application of
International Application No. PCT/EP2009/050241 filed Jan.
12, 2009, which designates the United States of America, and
claims priority to DE Application No. 102008 006 958.2 filed
Jan. 31, 2008. The contents of which are hereby incorporated
by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a method for operating an arc
furnace comprising at least one electrode, the solid material
fed to the arc furnace being melted by means of an arc formed
by the at least one electrode. Furthermore, the invention
relates to an arc furnace, a regulating and/or control device, a
machine-readable program code and a data carrier with pro-
gram code for carrying out said method.

BACKGROUND

An arc furnace serves for producing liquid metal, generally
steel. The liquid metal is produced from solid melting charge,
for instance scrap or reduced iron, together with further addi-
tions. For this purpose, at the beginning of the process the arc
furnace is charged with scrap and/or reduced iron and possi-
bly further additions or alloying constituents and then at least
one arc is struck between at least one electrode and the solid
melting charge. The energy introduced into the arc furnace by
the at least one arc leads to the melting of the solid melting
charge. During the melting process, additives, such as coal or
lime, or alloying elements may generally also be fed to the arc
furnace.

The melting process in the arc furnace is generally accom-
panied by acoustic phenomena, since the melting charge
inside the arc furnace moves during the melting process.
These phenomena may, for example, be caused to varying
extents by the burning ofthe arc, by chemical reactions or else
by scrap collapses.

Particularly scrap collapses during the melting process are
problematic, since—if there is a correspondingly great mov-
ing mass—they can lead to damage or rupture of an electrode
in the arc furnace.

SUMMARY

According to various embodiments, a method with which
an arc furnace can be operated more reliably can be provided.
Furthermore, according to other embodiments, an arc furnace
suitable for carrying out the method and also a regulating
and/or control device making the method happen, a storage
medium and a program code for this can be provided.

According to an embodiment, in a method for operating an
arc furnace comprising at least one electrode, the solid mate-
rial fed to the arc furnace is melted by means of an arc formed
by the at least one electrode, wherein a measure of the mass of
part of the solid material that is caked on an enclosure of the
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2

arc furnace is determined and a process variable of the arc
furnace is controlled and/or regulated on the basis of the
measure determined.

According to a further embodiment, a model that can be
applied to enforced oscillations may be used for determining
the measure of the mass of the part of the solid material that is
caked on the enclosure. According to a further embodiment, a
supplied electrode current can be detected for the at least one
electrode, structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure
can be detected, a frequency-dependent current evaluation
signal and a frequency-dependent oscillation evaluation sig-
nal can be determined from the detected electrode current and
the detected structure-borne sound oscillations, a phase shift
between the current evaluation signal and the oscillation
evaluation signal can be respectively determined for a multi-
tude of common frequencies, and the measure of the mass of
the part of the solid material that is caked on the enclosure can
be determined from the phase shift determined.

According to another embodiment, a regulating and/or
control device for an arc furnace with a machine-readable
program code which may have control commands that make
the regulating and/or control device carry out a method as
described above.

According to yet another embodiment, a machine-readable
program code for a regulating and/or control device for an arc
furnace, may have control commands that make the regulat-
ing and/or control device carry out the method as described
above.

According to yet another embodiment, a storage medium
may comprise a machine-readable program code as described
above stored on it.

According to yet another embodiment, an arc furnace may
comprise at least one electrode, an electrode current detection
device for detecting an electrode current supplied to the at
least one electrode, structure-borne sound sensors for detect-
ing structure-borne sound oscillations of an enclosure of the
arc furnace, and a regulating and/or control device as
described above, the electrode current detection device and
the structure-borne sound sensors being operatively con-
nected to the regulating and/or control device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages are evident from the exemplary
embodiment, which is explained more precisely below on the
basis of the schematic drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of an arc furnace
for carrying out the method according to various embodi-
ments

FIG. 2 shows a representation of a detected electrode cur-
rent signal over time,

FIG. 3 shows a representation of a detected structure-borne
sound signal over time,

FIG. 4 shows a representation of a frequency-dependent
phase shift between a current evaluation signal and an oscil-
lation evaluation signal for common frequencies,

FIG. 5 shows a representation of a measure of the mass of
the part of the solid material that is caked on an enclosure of
the arc furnace over time,

FIG. 6 shows a flow diagram to represent the schematic
sequence of a method for determining a measure of a mass.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to various embodiments, in a method of the type
stated at the beginning, a measure of the mass of part of the
solid material that is caked on an enclosure of the arc furnace



US 9,175,359 B2

3

is determined and a process variable of the arc furnace is
controlled and/or regulated on the basis of the measure deter-
mined. Part of the solid material is understood as meaning a
partial amount of the solid material fed into the arc furnace.
Part of the solid material should be regarded as caked on the
enclosure if, together with an oscillatory enclosure, it forms a
coupled oscillatory system. A process variable is understood
as meaning any variable that has an influence on the process
proceeding in the arc furnace. One or more, i.e. at least one,
process variable may be controlled and/or regulated with the
measure determined. The process variables can generally be
set by manipulated variables. If the measure determined for
the mass of the part of the solid material that is caked on the
enclosure or a variable derived from it goes above a definable
threshold value, it may be envisaged to control and/or regu-
late a process variable in such a way that any disturbance of
the process proceeding as planned in the arc furnace is
reduced, in particular minimized or prevented.

Controlling and/or regulating a process variable of the arc
furnace on the basis of the measure determined therefore
means that the control and/or regulation takes place in some
way, indirectly or directly, on the basis of the measure deter-
mined. If control and regulation is performed on the basis of
a variable derived from the measure, it is nevertheless per-
formed indirectly on the basis of the measure determined.

The vertical electrode position may be mentioned as an
example of a process variable that can be set in the above
context. If, for example, the measure determined or a variable
derived from it goes above a threshold value, it can be
assumed that a scrap collapse is imminent. This may cause the
electrodes to be damaged. To avoid this, the position of the
electrode is, for example, controlled and/or regulated on the
basis of the measure determined or the variable derived from
it in such a way that the risk of damage to the electrode, in
particular electrode rupture, is reduced. This can be achieved
by the electrodes being controlled or regulated in dependence
on the measure determined or the variable derived from it
such that they are moved upward or downward, or scrap
collapses that do not have a damaging effect are deliberately
brought about.

According to an embodiment, a model that can be applied
to enforced oscillations is used for determining the measure
of'the mass of the part of the solid material that is caked on the
enclosure. The pulsating arc may be regarded as the exciter of
the forced oscillation. If appropriate, additional exciter units,
arranged in particular on the arc furnace, may also be used to
excite an enforced oscillation of an oscillating system. The
latter alternative for the excitation has the advantage that, by
contrast with the arc, the exciter frequency can be set as
desired, and consequently can be set individually to the
respective circumstances. The excited oscillating system is an
oscillatory enclosure of the arc furnace with part of the solid
material that is caked on it. The mass of the part of the solid
material that is caked on the enclosure consequently influ-
ences the oscillation of the oscillating system. By the use of a
model of this kind in conjunction with an oscillation analysis
based onit, itis possible to determine in a simple manner from
the signals originating from the operation of the arc furnace a
measure of the mass of part of the solid material that is caked
on the enclosure.

In an embodiment, the determination of the measure of the
mass of the part of the solid material that is caked on an
enclosure comprises the following method steps:

a supplied electrode current is detected for the at least one

electrode,

structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure are

detected,
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a frequency-dependent current evaluation signal and a fre-
quency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal are
determined from the detected electrode current and the
detected structure-borne sound oscillations,

a phase shift between the current evaluation signal and the
oscillation evaluation signal is respectively determined
for a multitude of common frequencies, and

the measure of the mass of the part of the solid material that
is caked on the enclosure is determined from the phase
shift determined. As a result, particularly exact determi-
nation of the measure of the mass of the part of the solid
material that is caked on an enclosure is made possible,
on the basis of which control and/or regulation of a
process variable of the arc furnace can be indirectly or
directly performed.

The following variables or variables formed from them

may be used in particular as frequency-dependent current
evaluation signals:

L(w) o ﬁ @)* e dr,

or else

Li{w) ﬁ e ™ dr,

where n: parameters, nel, 2, 3, . . . , where i: imaginary unit,
where e: Euler’s number, where t: time, where w: angular
frequency of the electrode current, where I(t): time-depen-
dent, detected electrode current, where I(w): frequency-de-
pendent electrode current, where a: beginning of the integra-
tion interval and b: end of the integration interval. a may be
chosen, for example, as minus infinity and b as plus infinity.
Alternatively, finite interval limits may also be chosen. The
use of Fourier transformation for transforming a signal from
the time domain to the frequency domain is optional. Any
other transformation that appears suitable to a person skilled
in the art may also be used to transform the signals from the
time domain to the frequency domain. Preferably, the square
of the electrode current, i.e. n=2, or the amount of the elec-
trode current, i.e. n=1, is used as the basis for determining the
frequency-dependent current evaluation signal.

The part of the object concerning the regulating and/or
control device is achieved by a regulating and/or control
device for an arc furnace with a machine-readable program
code which has control commands that make the regulating
and/or control device carry out a method as defined in the
respective claims.

The part of the object concerning the machine-readable
program code is achieved by a machine-readable program
code for a regulating and/or control device for an arc furnace,
the program code having control commands that make the
regulating and/or control device carry out the method as
defined in the respective claims.

The part of the object concerning the storage medium is
achieved by a storage medium defined in the respective claim
with a machine-readable program code stored on it.

The part of the object concerning the arc furnace is
achieved by an arc furnace comprising at least one electrode,
comprising an electric current detection device for detecting
an electrode current supplied to the at least one electrode,
comprising structure-borne sound sensors for detecting struc-
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ture-borne sound oscillations of an enclosure of the arc fur-
nace, and comprising a regulating and/or control device, the
electrode current detection device and the structure-home
sound sensors being operatively connected to the regulating
and/or control device.

FIG. 1 shows an electric arc furnace 1 with a number of
electrodes 3a, 3b, 3¢, which are coupled to a power supply
device 12 via supply leads. The power supply device 12
preferably has a furnace transformer.

With the aid of three electrodes 3a, 35, 3¢, charging mate-
rials, such as for example steel and/or iron scrap and/or
directly reduced iron, if appropriate with alloying agents and/
or additives, are melted in the electric arc furnace 1. It has not
previously been known on the basis of which variable a col-
lapse of scrap can be predicted. Consequently, it may happen
that one or more electrodes 3a, 35 and/or 3¢ from FIG. 1is/are
damaged, or at worst even ruptured, by a scrap collapse.
Electrode damage or electrode rupture causes significant dis-
ruption of the melting process, even to the extent that it is
aborted, and should therefore be avoided as far as possible.
This can be prevented by the method presented below.

In the example shown, electrode current detection devices
13a, 135, 13c¢, with the aid of which current and/or voltage or
the energy supply to the electrodes 3a, 35, 3¢, can be mea-
sured, are provided on the power leads of the electrodes 3a,
35, 3¢c. The electrode current detection devices 13a, 135, 13¢
are operatively connected to a signal processing device 8.
That is to say that there is a contactless or contact-based
transmission of signals between at least one electrode current
detection device 13a, 135, 13¢ and the signal processing
device 8. The signals transmitted in this case represent the
electrode current detected over time. The transmission of
signals of this kind is preferably performed continuously and
for all the electrode currents that are supplied to the electrodes
3a,3b,3c.

Arranged on a wall 2 or on the panels of the furnace vessel
1', i.e. on the outer enclosure of the furnace vessel 1', are
structure-borne sound sensors 4a, 45, 4¢, for detecting oscil-
lations on the furnace vessel 1. The structure-borne sound
sensors 4a, 4b, 4c may be arranged such that they are con-
nected indirectly and/or directly to the furnace vessel 1' or to
the wall 2 of the furnace vessel 1'. The structure-borne sound
sensors 4a, 4b, 4c for measuring structure-borne sound oscil-
lations are preferably arranged at an oscillatory location of
the wall 2, substantially directly opposite the respective elec-
trode 3a, 3b, 3¢, and at least as many structure-borne sound
sensors 4a, 4b, 4c¢ as electrodes 3a, 3b, 3¢ are preferably
provided. Directly opposite means that the structure-borne
sound sensors 4a, 4b, 4¢ on the wall 2 of the furnace vessel 1'
are in each case at a minimal distance from a center line of the
respectively nearest electrode.

The structure-borne sound sensors 4a, 4b, 4¢ are opera-
tively connected to a signal processing device 8. Thatis to say
that there is a contactless or contact-based transmission of
signals between at least one structure-borne sound sensor 4a,
4b, 4¢ and the signal processing device 8. The signals trans-
mitted in this case represent the structure-borne sound oscil-
lations detected over time of the wall 2 of the furnace vessel
at the location of the structure-borne sound sensor 4a, 45, 4c.
The transmission of signals of this kind is preferably per-
formed continuously.

At least some of the signals that are transmitted from the
structure-borne sound sensors 4a, 4b, 4c¢ to the signal pro-
cessing device 8 are preferably conducted via an optical
waveguide 7. At least one optical device 6, which serves for
amplifying and/or converting signals ofthe one or more struc-
ture-borne sound sensors 4a, 45, 4c, is arranged between the
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optical waveguide 7 and the structure-borne sound sensors
4a, 4b, 4c. Signal lines which conduct the signals of the
structure-borne sound sensors 4a, 4b, 4c may be provided in
the direct vicinity of the furnace vessel 1' or under some
circumstances also directly on the furnace vessel 1'. The
signal lines are preferably routed in such a way that they are
protected from heat, electromagnetic fields, mechanical load-
ing and/or other loads.

In the signal processing device 8, the measure of the mass
of the scrap that is caked on the wall 2 is determined. The
measure of the mass determined is then transmitted to a
regulating device 9, which uses the measure of the mass for
setting a manipulated variable for a process variable of the
electric arc furnace 1. In the present exemplary embodiment,
the regulating device 9 and the signal processing device 8
form a control device.

For example, the electrode position, in particular the ver-
tical position, of the electrodes 3a, 3b, 3¢, may be regulated
with the aid of the measure of the mass in such a way that the
probability of electrode rupture is low, and at the same time an
efficient melting process can take place. If appropriate, shak-
ing of the furnace vessel, preferably together with pulling out
of at least one of the electrodes 3a, 3b, 3¢, may also be
performed as soon as the measure of the mass or a variable
derived from it goes above or below a predeterminable thresh-
old value. This causes the part of the solid material that is
caked on the wall 2 of the furnace vessel 1' to become
detached and distributed uniformly in the furnace vessel 1'.
As a result, the risk of a scrap collapse putting the electrodes
at risk is reduced. It may also be possible by adding media to
the electric arc furnace 1 for the melting charge in the arc
furnace 1 to be influenced on the basis of the measure of the
mass determined in such a way that the risk of scrap collapse
is reduced or scrap collapse occurs in a controlled manner
such that the electrodes are not put at risk, or to a reduced
extent.

The determination of the measure of the mass is explained
by way of example in conjunction with FIG. 1 on the basis of
the electrode 3a of the electric arc furnace 1. The determina-
tion of a measure of the mass preferably takes place continu-
ously during the operation of the electric arc furnace and for
all the electrodes 3a, 36 and 3c¢. The electrode current
detected over time for an electrode 3a, detected with the
electric current detection device 13a, is represented in FIG. 2.

The measured or detected electrode current is digitized if
the data are not already in a digitized form. This takes place by
means of an adequately high sampling rate, for example of 12
000 samples per second. The level of the sampling rate is
dependent on the changes in the electrode current occurring
over time: dI(t)/dt. Here, I(t) is the time-variable electrode
current signal assigned to the electrode current and t is the
time. The more quickly the electrode current changes over
time, the higher the sampling rate should generally be chosen
in order to detect the changes of the electrode current with
corresponding accuracy. If appropriate, the sampling rate
may be set dependent on electrode current changes that are to
be expected. The same applies analogously to the detected
structure-borne sound oscillations of the wall 2 by the struc-
ture-borne sound sensors 4a, 4b, 4c. Consequently, a time-
resolved structure-borne sound oscillation signal KS(t) is
detected, represented by way of example in FIG. 3.

Before the signal processing device 8 is used for evaluating
the method, the method is preferably fed once to the signal
processing device 8 in the form of a machine-readable pro-
gram code 21 by means of a storage medium 22, for instance
a compact disk, and stored on the programmable signal pro-
cessing device 8. In this way, the signal processing device 8 is
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prepared for carrying out a method for determining a measure
of'the mass in an electric arc furnace 1. The signal processing
device 8 is operatively connected to the regulating device 9.
The regulating device 9 regulates the manipulated variables
for influencing the process variables for the melting process
taking place in the arc furnace 1.

The electrode current signals I(t) representing the electrode
current are fed to the prepared signal processing device 8. In
the signal processing device 8, the electrode current signal I(t)
is transformed into the square of the electrode current signal
I*(t) and the squared electrode current signal 1(t) is trans-
formed from the time domain to the frequency domain, so that
asquared electrode current signal I(f) divided on the basis of
frequency components is obtained, f being a frequency. Syn-
onymously with I*(f), I*(w) may be determined, where
w=2zxtf. The transformation of the squared electrode current
signal I%(t) from the time domain to the frequency domain
preferably takes place by means of Fourier transformation.
However, other transformation methods are possibly also
suitable for transforming a signal from a time domain to a
frequency domain. These are likewise available to a person
skilled in the art. Alternatively, the amount of the time-depen-
dent electrode current may also so be used as a basis for the
transformation.

For the detected structure-borne sound oscillation signal
KS(t), a Fourier transformation is likewise carried out and a
frequency-dependent structure-borne sound oscillation sig-
nal is obtained. The signal KS”(t) with n as parameters is
preferably taken as a basis for the Fourier transformation.
Advantageously, n=1 is chosen, so that the detected signal can
be used directly. However, the amount of the structure-borne
sound oscillation to any desired power n may also possibly be
used for the evaluation.

A phase shift o is then respectively determined for the
Fourier transform of the squared electrode current and of the
detected structure-borne sound for common frequencies, for
instance for the integer-frequency harmonics of the double
operating frequency kf;,, for example with k=1, 2, 3, i.e. 100
Hz, 200 Hz, 300 Hz, of the electrode current signal and ofthe
structure-borne sound signal. The operating frequency is the
frequency with which an electrode is subjected to an electrical
variable, for instance the voltage or the electrode current. The
phase shift o between the electrode current detected by means
of the electrode current detection device 134 and the struc-
ture-borne sound oscillations detected by means of the struc-
ture-borne sound sensor 4a is depicted in FIG. 4 for certain
exciter frequencies f. Furthermore, FIG. 4 shows a fit function
plotted through the phase shifts o depicted at specific points.

The fit function is based on the equation known from the
model for enforced oscillations which describes the phase
shifts between the exciter and the oscillating system that
occur in the case of enforced oscillations. m,*:=k/m and a
damping constant are used here as fit parameters, K being a
spring constant and m being the mass of the oscillating system
that is excited by the exciter. After completion of the fit,
consequently m,>: may be obtained as a measure of the mass
that is caked on the wall of the furnace vessel.

FIG. 5 shows the variation over time of the measure MM of
the mass of part of the solid material lying on a wall 2 of a
furnace vessel 1'. With regard to the reference signs of
devices, reference is made to FIG. 1. The measure of the mass
MM that is shown is based on the data of the electrode current
detection device 13a and of the sensor 4a lying opposite the
electrode 3a on the wall 2 of the furnace vessel 1'. The mea-
sure of the mass MM moves at a relatively constant level at the
beginning of the variation over time that is represented.
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After a certain time, toward the middle of the time interval
represented, there is a significant rise in the measure MM of
the mass of the mass that is caked on the wall 2 of the furnace
vessel 1'. This means that there is an accumulation of solid
material on the wall 2 in a region that has an influence on the
structure-borne sound oscillation signals detected by the
structure-borne sound sensor 4a. After a certain time period,
the measure of the mass MM falls again. The reason for this
may be that the part of the solid material that is caked on the
furnace wall 2 is beginning to become detached. The oscil-
lating system comprising the wall and the caked part of the
solid material is therefore becoming increasingly decoupled.
There is consequently then the risk that a scrap collapse or
scrap slide is imminent.

The measure of the mass MM then falls relatively sharply
with increasing time. A negative change in the measure of the
mass MM of a high amount in a short time, i.e. a negative
d(MM)/dt of a high amount, may therefore indicate an immi-
nent scrap collapse.

The signal d(MM)/dt may consequently be used to predict
scrap collapses, and to control or regulate the arc furnace in
such a way as to minimize disturbances of the planned opera-
tion of the arc furnace, in particular putting at risk the elec-
trodes by electrode rupture caused by scrap collapses.

At the point in time 50, depicted in FIG. 5, there is a
perceptible vibration of the arc furnace that can be detected by
operating personnel and is attributable to a scrap collapse. In
practice, it has been possible to verify by comparison on the
basis of the vibrations occurring that the measure of the mass
MM is in fact suitable for predicting scrap collapses. It is
consequently possible on the basis of the drop in the measure
of'the mass to position the electrode 3a or the other electrodes
3b and 3¢ in time by means of an activation of the correspond-
ing actuating means by the control device or regulating device
in such a way that the electrodes are not put at risk of a scrap
collapse, or to a lesser extent, while ensuring a substantially
unchanged introduction of energy.

The measure of the mass MM is preferably continuously
determined and used for regulating or controlling process
variables of the arc furnace. In this respect, all available
structure-borne sound oscillation signals and detected elec-
trode currents of the respective electrode are advantageously
used. In particular, shortly after the beginning of the melting
process, i.e. when the solids content of the melting charge in
the arc furnace is still high, the method contributes to improv-
ing the operation of the furnace.

FIG. 6 shows a flow diagram which represents a sequence
of the method given by way of example. It is assumed here
that the arc furnace is in operation and that an arc is formed
between the electrode and the solid material for melting the
solid material.

Firstly, in a method step 30, the electrode current is
detected for each electrode of the arc furnace. At the same
time, structure-borne sound oscillations are detected by
means of structure-borne sound sensors on a wall of the
furnace vessel in a method step 30'. The structure-borne
sound oscillations of the wall of the furnace vessel are excited
by the pulsating arc. Alternatively, an additional exciter unit,
which can be tuned in its exciter frequency, may also be used
to excite the oscillation. In the exemplary embodiment, the
pulsating arc is used as the oscillation exciter.

Then, in a method step 41, a frequency-dependent elec-
trode current evaluation signal is determined from the
detected electrode current, for example in the form of the
Fourier-transformed squared electrode current or the Fourier-
transformed amount of the electrode current. At the same time
as this, in a method step 41", the detected structure-borne
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sound oscillation signals are transformed from the time
domain to the frequency domain and in this way the fre-
quency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal is formed.

A phase shift is then respectively determined from the
frequency-dependent current evaluation signals and the fre-
quency-dependent oscillation evaluation signals for common
frequencies. This takes place in a method step 43. In a method
step 44, a fit function, the fitting parameters of which com-
prise the mass of the part of the solid material that is caked on
the wall of the furnace vessel and furthermore the damping of
the oscillating system, is fitted to this determined frequency-
dependent phase shift. An adaptation of the fit function is
performed until the distance of the fit function from the fre-
quency-dependent phase shift determined, i.e. the actual mea-
suring points, is minimal.

The m,*:=k/m then set, i.e. the natural oscillation angular
frequency of the oscillating system in the oscillation difter-
ential equation, may then be used as a measure of the mass of
the part of the solid material that is caked on the wall, since K
can be regarded as constant. It may also be possible to deter-
mine from this a further variable which can likewise be used
as a measure of the mass.

In a next method step 34, the measure of the mass deter-
mined is graphically output, so that the operating personnel
can follow the variation over time of the measure of the mass.
This particularly allows manual control intervention in the
operation of the arc furnace by operating personnel. At the
same time, in a method step 35, the measure of the mass
determined is fed to a regulating device, which performs
control interventions in the operation of the arc furnace on the
basis of the measure of the mass fed to it. This allows
improved operation of the arc furnace to be achieved, since, in
particular, scrap collapses can be predicted and suitable con-
trol interventions can be taken before they occur, in order to
keep down as much as possible the disturbances of the pro-
cess that are caused by a scrap collapse.

In a method step 36, it can be decided whether the method
should be continued or can be aborted. This may take place
manually or automatically. The method can generally be
aborted if a large part of the melting charge in the arc furnace
has been transformed into the liquid phase. Here there are
scarcely any significant scrap collapses that could put the
electrodes at risk. The end of the melting is generally auto-
matically detected. This detection may also be used as a
criterion for aborting the present method.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for operating an arc furnace comprising at
least one electrode, comprising:
melting solid material fed to the arc furnace by means of an
arc formed by the at least one electrode,
using a model for enforced oscillations to determine a
measure of a mass of part of the solid material that is
caked on an enclosure of the arc furnace, including:
generating an current evaluation signal based on a
detected current supplied to the at least one electrode,
generating an oscillation evaluation signal based on
detected sound oscillations of the enclosure,
determining a phase shift between the current evaluation
signal and the oscillation evaluation signal at one or
more frequencies, and
calculating the measure of the mass of the part of the
solid material that is caked on the enclosure based on
the determined phase shift determined, and
at least one of controlling or regulating a process variable
of the arc furnace based on of the mass.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

a supplied electrode current is detected for the at least one
electrode,

structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure are
detected,

a frequency-dependent current evaluation signal and a fre-
quency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal are
determined from the detected electrode current and the
detected structure-borne sound oscillations,

a phase shift between the current evaluation signal and the
oscillation evaluation signal is respectively determined
for a multitude of common frequencies, and

the measure of the mass of the part of the solid material that
is caked on the enclosure is determined from the phase
shift determined.

3. A regulating and/or control device for an arc furnace, in
which solid material fed to the arc furnace is melted by means
of an arc formed by the at least one electrode, the device
comprising:

a non-transitory machine-readable program code which

has control commands which when executed:
uses a model for enforced oscillations to determine a
measure of a mass of part of a solid material that is
caked on an enclosure of the arc furnace, including:
generating a current evaluation signal based on a
detected current supplied to the at least one elec-
trode,
generating an oscillation evaluation signal based on
detected sound oscillations of the enclosure,
determining a phase shift between the current evalu-
ation signal and the oscillation evaluation signal at
one or more frequencies, and
calculating the measure of the mass of the part of the
solid material that is caked on the enclosure based
on the determined phase shift determined, and
at least one of control or regulate a process variable of
the arc furnace of the mass.
4. A non-transitory machine-readable medium storing pro-
gram code for a regulating and/or control device for an arc
furnace, in which solid material fed to the arc furnace is
melted by means of an arc formed by the at least one elec-
trode, the program code having control commands which
when executed:
uses a model for enforced oscillations to determine a mea-
sure of a mass of part of a solid material that is caked on
an enclosure of the are furnace, including:
generating a current evaluation signal based on a
detected current supplied to the at least one electrode,

generating an oscillation evaluation signal based on
detected sound oscillations of the enclosure,

determining a phase shift between the current evaluation
signal and the oscillation evaluation signal at one or
more frequencies, and

calculating the measure of the mass of the part of the
solid material that is caked on the enclosure based on
the determined phase shift determined, and

at least one of control or regulate a process variable of the
arc furnace based on of the mass.

5. The non-transitory machine-readable medium accord-

ing to claim 4, wherein

a supplied electrode current is detected for the at least one
electrode,

structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure are
detected,

a frequency-dependent current evaluation signal and a fre-
quency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal are
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determined from the detected electrode current and the
detected structure-borne sound oscillations,

aphase shift between the current evaluation signal and the

oscillation evaluation signal is respectively determined
for a multitude of common frequencies, and

the measure of the mass of the part of the solid material that

is caked on the enclosure is determined from the phase
shift determined.

6. An arc furnace comprising at least at least one electrode,
comprising an electrode current detection device for detect-
ing an electrode current supplied to the at least one electrode,
comprising structure-borne sound sensors for detecting struc-
ture-borne sound oscillations of an enclosure of the arc fur-
nace, and comprising a device for at least one of regulating
and control, the device comprising:

a non-transitory machine-readable program code which

has control commands which when executed:

uses a model for enforced oscillations to determine a mea-

sured of a mass of part of a solid material that is caked on
an enclosure of the arc furnace, including:

generating a current evaluation signal based on a detected

current supplied to the at least one electrode,
generating an oscillation evaluation signal based on
detected sound oscillations of the enclosure,
determining a phase shift between the current evaluation
signal and the oscillation signal at one or more frequen-
cies, and
calculating the measure of the mass of the part of the solid
material that is caked on the enclosure based on the
determined phase shift determined, and

at least one of control or regulate a process variable of the

arc furnace based on the determined measure of the
mass,

the electrode current detection device and the structure-

borne sound sensors being operatively connected to the
device.

7. The arc furnace according to claim 6, wherein the struc-
ture-borne sound sensors are arranged on said enclosure of
the arc furnace and at least one structure-borne sound sensor
is associated with the at least one electrode and arranged on
said enclosure at a position that is closest to the at least one
electrode.
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8. The regulating and/or control device according to claim
7, wherein the device is configured to

detect a supplied electrode current for the at least one

electrode,

detect structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure,

determine a frequency-dependent current evaluation signal

and a frequency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal
from the detected electrode current and the detected
structure-borne sound oscillations,

determine a phase shift between the current evaluation

signal and the oscillation evaluation signal, respectively
for a multitude of common frequencies, and

to determine the measure of the mass of the part of the solid

material that is caked on the enclosure from the phase
shift determined.

9. The arc furnace according to claim 7, wherein the at least
one structure-borne sound sensor is arranged at a minimal
distance from a center line of the associated at least one
electrode.

10. The arc furnace according to claim 9, wherein the
device is configured to

detect a supplied electrode current for the at least one

electrode,

detect structure-borne sound oscillations of the enclosure,

determine a frequency-dependent current evaluation signal

and a frequency-dependent oscillation evaluation signal
from the detected electrode current and the detected
structure-borne sound oscillations,

determine a phase shift between the current evaluation

signal and the oscillation evaluation signal, respectively
for a multitude of common frequencies, and

to determine the measure of the mass of the part of the solid

material that is caked on the enclosure from the phase
shift determined.

11. The arc furnace according to claim 9, comprising three
electrodes and at least three associated structure-borne sound
sensors.

12. The arc furnace according to claim 9, comprising a
signal processing device coupled with said structure-borne
sound sensors and said electrode current detection device.

13. The arc furnace according to claim 12, wherein signals
from said structure-borne sound sensors are transmitted by an
optical waveguide to said signal processing device.
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